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CrossMark

The purpose of this research was to model the impact of sports diplomacy on
achieving the goals of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This study employed a
qualitative research method using the grounded theory approach of Glaser. The
statistical population consisted of all managers and experts knowledgeable and
experienced in the relevant subject. The sampling criteria from the statistical
population included individuals familiar with the literature of sports
diplomacy, individuals who have authored scientific-research books and
articles, and individuals with teaching and work experience in any of the
aforementioned fields. The sample was selected using both purposive and
snowball sampling methods. The results indicated that sports diplomacy
significantly influences the achievement of the goals of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, including political, cultural, economic, sports, social, and geopolitical
objectives. Based on the findings, it is recommended that a Sports Diplomacy
Policy Council be established, comprising the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the
Minister of Sport and Youth, the Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance, the
Minister of Education, the Minister of Science, Research, and Technology, and
other relevant officials. This council would determine the position of the
country's sports diplomacy within government programs, appoint the

responsible organization, and develop the related strategies.
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Introduction

The concept of sports diplomacy has increasingly gained prominence in the contemporary world,
where the diplomatic landscape is ever-evolving. Sports diplomacy serves as a unique diplomatic tool that
transcends traditional boundaries and fosters dialogue, cooperation, and development (Fatahimilasi et al.,
2022; Wong & Meng-Lewis, 2023). This study aims to model the impact of sports diplomacy on achieving
the goals of the Islamic Republic of Iran, including political, cultural, economic, sports, social, and
geopolitical objectives. By leveraging the grounded theory approach, this research explores how sports
diplomacy can be strategically utilized to enhance Iran's international standing and achieve its national
objectives.

Methods and Materials

This qualitative research adopts Glaser's grounded theory methodology, involving a
comprehensive analysis of the perspectives of managers and experts well-versed in sports diplomacy. The
statistical population includes individuals with significant experience in the literature of sports diplomacy,
those who have authored scientific-research books and articles, and individuals with teaching and work
experience in related fields. The sampling process utilized both purposive and snowball sampling methods
to ensure a robust and knowledgeable participant pool. Data were collected through in-depth interviews
with 15 selected individuals until theoretical saturation was achieved.

Findings and Results

The study's findings underscore the substantial influence of sports diplomacy on the goals of the
Islamic Republic of Iran across multiple domains:

- Political Objectives: Sports diplomacy enhances international transparency in sports relations,
increases the involvement of national leaders in sports decision-making, improves foreign
relations, and garners international prestige and acceptance. It also promotes peace and
friendship, boosts national pride, and facilitates a platform for showcasing national
independence and resilience.

- Cultural Objectives: By preserving the indigenous and sports heritage, fostering a spirit of
sportsmanship, and promoting public participation in various activities, sports diplomacy
effectively transmits ethical values and cultural norms to other countries. It also facilitates the
exchange of local values and cultures, leading to stronger cultural branding.

- Economic Objectives: Sports diplomacy fosters economic relations by expanding the export
of sports services and products, driving sustainable national development through international
interactions, and discovering new economic outputs. It also strengthens industrial and
economic ties with the global community, improves employment through international
connections, and utilizes sports capacity to stimulate domestic economic growth. Additionally,
sports diplomacy helps achieve economic prosperity through increased sports production,
highlights economic prowess, stabilizes the economy by identifying new capacities, and
promotes sports tourism and investment.
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- Sports Objectives: The development of sports infrastructure, the support of elite athletes, and
the establishment of equitable sports rights for men and women are crucial outcomes of sports
diplomacy. It also leads to winning medals in international competitions, increasing the
number of elite coaches and athletes, and enhancing volunteer participation in sports events.

- Social Objectives: Sports diplomacy improves social connections with other countries,
enhances Iran's communication systems in the international community, and develops online
networks for global engagement. It also advances the integration of society towards achieving
social goals, reduces racial competition, defends oppressed groups, and increases Iran's social
capital in international sports.

- Geopolitical Objectives: The role of sports diplomacy in achieving geopolitical goals includes
gaining global recognition, strengthening Iran's international system, and acquiring political
credibility and status in international forums. It also helps overcome political communication
barriers, combat political isolation, and establish connections with countries with political
differences.

Conclusion

The study highlights the transformative potential of sports diplomacy in various aspects of national
development. By leveraging sports diplomacy, Iran can effectively communicate its cultural heritage,
promote economic growth, and achieve significant political and geopolitical gains. The establishment of
a Sports Diplomacy Policy Council, comprising key governmental and sports officials, is recommended
to systematically integrate sports diplomacy into national strategies and enhance its impact.

In conclusion, sports diplomacy emerges as a vital tool for the Islamic Republic of Iran to achieve
its comprehensive national objectives. This research provides a foundational framework for understanding
and utilizing sports diplomacy to foster political, cultural, economic, social, and geopolitical
advancements. The strategic implementation of sports diplomacy, facilitated by coordinated efforts among
relevant ministries and officials, can significantly contribute to Iran's national goals and international
standing.
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