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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In many countries, particularly those with developed research infrastructures, academic journals
serve as crucial sources of information for policymakers. However, in Iran, the potential of these journals
is often underutilized due to various structural and cultural challenges (Dowling & Washington, 2017). The
rationale behind this study is to bridge the gap between academic research and practical policy-making by
demonstrating the value of scientific evidence in sports management decisions. By focusing on the Iranian
context, this research aims to provide insights into the specific barriers that hinder the effective use of
academic knowledge in policy-making and to suggest strategies for overcoming these challenges. The

primary objective of this study is to explore how the scientific authority of sports management journals
contributes to the formulation and implementation of sports policies in Iran.

Methods and Materials

This research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, with a significant focus on literature
review and content analysis. The study analyzes a wide range of academic sources, including peer-
reviewed articles from both national and international journals, to assess the current state of knowledge in
sports management and its application in policy-making. Data were collected through systematic reviews
of existing literature, which were then synthesized to identify patterns, trends, and gaps in the research.
This approach allows for a comprehensive understanding of the role that academic journals play in
informing sports policies and highlights the areas where improvements are needed. The methodology also
includes an analysis of the challenges faced by Iranian policymakers in accessing and utilizing academic
research, providing a foundation for the recommendations presented later in the study.

Findings

The findings of this study reveal a significant but underutilized potential of sports management
journals in influencing sports policy-making in Iran. Reputable academic journals have the ability to
provide policymakers with evidence-based insights that are crucial for the development of effective sports
policies. However, several obstacles hinder the integration of this knowledge into the policy-making
process. These include a lack of effective communication channels between researchers and policymakers,
cultural resistance to change, and the bureaucratic complexities that often slow down the adoption of new
ideas (Andreff, 2021). Additionally, the language barrier and limited access to international journals further
exacerbate the situation, as many Iranian policymakers are unable to fully engage with the global body of
sports management literature (Aldosari, 2021). The study also highlights the fragmented nature of sports
management research in Iran, where many studies are not aligned with the practical needs of policymakers,
leading to a disconnect between academic research and policy implementation.

Discussion and Conclusion

The study underscores the importance of developing stronger links between academic institutions
and governmental bodies responsible for sports policy. One of the key recommendations is to establish
formal channels of communication that facilitate regular interaction between researchers and
policymakers. This could include joint seminars, workshops, and collaborative research projects that are
directly aligned with national sports policy objectives. Another crucial recommendation is the
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development of localized knowledge translation strategies that adapt international research findings to the
specific cultural and social context of Iran. This would help to mitigate the language barriers and make
scientific knowledge more accessible and relevant to Iranian policymakers. Furthermore, the study
suggests that efforts should be made to reduce bureaucratic barriers that hinder the timely adoption of
research findings in policy-making. Streamlining these processes could significantly enhance the
responsiveness of sports policies to new scientific evidence.

In conclusion, this study highlights the critical role that scientific authority, as embodied by sports
management journals, can play in improving the quality and effectiveness of sports policies in Iran.
However, to fully realize this potential, it is essential to address the existing barriers that prevent the
integration of academic research into policy-making. Strengthening the collaboration between academic
and governmental institutions, developing more effective knowledge translation mechanisms, and
reducing bureaucratic impediments are key steps toward achieving this goal. Future research should focus
on the practical implementation of these recommendations, with particular attention to the development
of case studies that demonstrate successful collaborations between researchers and policymakers in the
Iranian context. Additionally, further studies could explore the role of digital platforms and technologies
in facilitating the dissemination and application of academic research in sports policy-making, potentially
offering new solutions to the challenges identified in this study. By continuing to explore these avenues,
it is hoped that the gap between academic research and practical policy-making in sports management can
be effectively bridged, leading to more informed and impactful sports policies in Iran.
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