MAN

PUBLISHING INSTITUTE

Journal Website

Article history:

Received 19 February 2024
Revised 17 March 2024
Accepted 10 April 2024
Published online 19 April 2024

AT 35S
3
S s e

TECHINOLOGY IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Journal of Technology in Entrepreneurship
and Strategic Management

Volume 3, Issue 1, pp 36-50

E-ISSN: 3041-8585

Policy Making for the Maturity of Elite Sports in Iran: The Role of
Contexts, Processes, and Development Levels

Mohsen.

Paseban'®, Mehdi. Naderinasab®"®, Sayed Abbas. Biniaz®

L Ph.D. Student of Sport Management, Department of Physical Education and Sport Sciences, Qazvin Branch, Islamic Azad University,

Qazvin, Iran

2 Assistant Professor of Sport Management, Department of Physical Education and Sport Sciences, Qazvin Branch, Islamic Azad

University, Qazvin, Iran

3 Assistant Professor of Sports Physiology, Department of Physical Education and Sports Sciences, Qazvin Branch, Islamic Azad

University, Qazvin, Iran

* Corresponding author email address: mehdynaderinasab@yahoo.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Original Research

How to cite this article:

Paseban, M., Naderinasab, M., &
Biniaz, S. A. (2024). Policy Making
for the Maturity of Elite Sportsin Iran:
The Role of Contexts, Processes, and
Development Levels. Journal of
Technology in Entrepreneurship and
Strategic Management, 3(1), 36-50.

© 2024 the authors. Published by
KMAN Publication Inc.
(KMANPUB), Ontario, Canada. This
is an open access article under the
terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0
International (CC BY-NC 4.0)
License.

CrossMark

The objective of this study was to analyze the policy making for the maturity of elite
sports in Iran, focusing on the role of contexts, processes, and development levels. The
research method was qualitative with a systematic analysis approach. The statistical
population included all faculty members of physical education, managers and experts
of executive and professional sports organizations, and scientific documents and
resources. The statistical sample was selected purposefully and conveniently based on
theoretical saturation (16 individuals and 28 documents). The research tools included
systematic library study and semi-structured interviews, and the validity of the tools
was assessed using qualitative validation methods (content validity). Coding and
conceptual framing methods were used to analyze the findings. The conceptual
framework of elite sports policy making in Iran was identified in 10 perspectives and
5 conceptual levels: the framework of elite sports policy making, groundwork for
implementing elite sports policies, the policy process for elite sports development, the
strategic maturity of the elite sports system, and the development level and functions
of elite sports. The framework presented in this study provides an understanding of the
dimensions of policy making for elite sports development based on its relationship with
a set of various activities. Based on this framework, an objective evaluation of
management activities in elite sports can be conducted, and scientific information
regarding appropriate actions that sports organizations should undertake for the

development of elite sports policy making can be provided.
Keywords: Elite Sports Maturity, Sports Development, Elite Sports, Policy Making.
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Introduction

In recent years, the landscape of sports, particularly elite sports, has rapidly evolved, making sports
a prominent industry globally. This evolution has led to the significant status of sports within governments'’
agendas worldwide (Houlihan, 2005). However, despite this global trend, elite sports in Iran face a
significant challenge due to the lack of comprehensive planning and cohesive policies aimed at their
development. Elite sports, intertwined with commercial, political, social, and cultural factors, demand
intricate policy-making processes (V. De Bosscher, De Knop, Paul, van Bottenburg, Maarten, 2008).
Houlihan (2005) notes the complexity of comparing sports policies and management practices across
different nations due to diverse external and uncontrollable factors (Houlihan, 2005). This study addresses
the crucial need for research in the policy-making domain for elite sports in Iran, aiming to analyze the
role of contexts, processes, and development levels in the maturity of elite sports in the country.

Methods and Materials

This study employs a qualitative research method with a systematic analysis approach. The
statistical population comprises faculty members of physical education, managers, experts from executive
and professional sports organizations, and scientific documents and resources. A purposive and
convenience sampling method was used to select a sample size based on theoretical saturation, including
16 individuals and 28 documents. The research tools included systematic library studies and semi-
structured interviews, with the validity of the tools assessed using qualitative validation methods (content
validity). Coding and conceptual framing methods were utilized for data analysis. The conceptual
framework for elite sports policy-making in Iran was identified through 10 perspectives and 5 conceptual
levels: the framework of elite sports policy-making, groundwork for implementing elite sports policies,
the policy process for elite sports development, the strategic maturity of the elite sports system, and the
development level and functions of elite sports.

Findings and Results
The findings revealed a comprehensive conceptual framework for policy-making in elite sports in
Iran, categorized into ten perspectives within five conceptual levels. These levels include:

Framework of Elite Sports Policy-Making: This includes two perspectives—ensuring policy-
making knowledge in elite sports and structural components of sports policy development.

Groundwork for Implementing Elite Sports Policies: This comprises ecosystem capacity-building
for policy implementation and systemic capabilities for policy execution.

Policy Process for Elite Sports Development: Encompasses the efficiency of the policy process
and stakeholder participation in policy development.

Strategic Maturity of the Elite Sports System: Includes strategic capabilities of the elite sports
system and driving strategies for elite sports development.

Development Level and Functions of Elite Sports: This level addresses the sustainable
development of elite sports and the outcomes of elite sports development.

v
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Each perspective is further detailed with dimensions and components identified through coding
and conceptual analysis. For instance, strategic capabilities encompass both hard capabilities (e.g.,
facilities and infrastructure) and soft capabilities (e.g., knowledge and stakeholder roles). The policy
process is highlighted by the involvement of stakeholders and the efficacy of policy formulation,
implementation, and evaluation.

Conclusion

This study provides a robust conceptual framework for understanding the dimensions of policy-
making in elite sports development in Iran. The framework links various activities and processes, enabling
an objective evaluation of management activities in elite sports. By identifying critical perspectives and
conceptual levels, the research offers a structured approach to enhancing policy-making practices in elite
sports. The findings emphasize the need for scientific information to guide sports organizations in their
efforts to develop effective policies. This framework can serve as a foundation for future research and
practical applications in elite sports policy-making, aiming to bridge the gap between existing and desired
states of elite sports in Iran.

The study's innovative approach in examining multiple dimensions and processes within the
domain of elite sports in Iran underscores the importance of comprehensive policy-making. The insights
gained from this research highlight the significance of strategic capabilities, stakeholder participation, and
systemic efficiency in fostering the development and sustainability of elite sports. Future research should
explore methods for maintaining and enhancing these identified resources and factors to ensure the
continued growth and success of elite sports in Iran.
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